
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



186 



SARATOGA SPRINGS CONFERENCE 



WHAT THE LIBRARY COMMISSION IS DOING TO HELP WIN THE WAR 
By Juija A. Robinson, Secretary Iowa TAbrary Commission 



Although what I recount is actually the 
work of the Iowa Library Commission, I 
speak impersonally to-day as the secretary 
of an abstract commission, using our own 
state name simply to supply the sense of 
reality in illustrating library commission 
war work; and if I shall seem to be guilty 
of state pride, remember I am speaking 
for you and voicing your pride in your 
own state and your own library workers, 
for what one commission has done most 
of them have done. 

Briefly to summarize the commission 
war work — the calls which have come to 
us to which we have endeavored to respond 
may be listed under: (1) Book collec- 
tions; (2) library war fund campaign; 
(3) aid in food conservation; (4) miscel- 
laneous activities; (5) personal contribu- 
tions. 

Book Collections. During the Mexican 
trouble the Iowa Library Commission sent 
a number of boxes of books to the border 
for the use of our boys there and soon 
after the entrance of the United States 
into the present war and some time before 
the work of supplying books to the camps 
was taken up by the American Library 
Association we furnished books from our 
own collection to the boys of the Iowa 
National Guard encamped near Des Moines. 
At the same time we sent books to the 
colored training camp at Fort Des Moines. 

The first book campaign, like the second, 
was conducted by the secretary of the 
commission as state director and publicity 
material furnished. The first drive re- 
sulted in the collection of 25,000 books, 
most of which went to Camp Dodge. 

In the last campaign more than 100,000 
books were given. In the smaller towns 
where there was no library the collec- 
tions were made by the women's organiza- 
tions. About half of the last books col- 



lected have gone direct from the libraries 
to Camp Dodge and other camps. The 
other half have gone through the commis- 
sion office where they were prepared and 
sent to camps outside the state and for 
shipment overseas. The work of prepara- 
tion was done in the commission office for 
the books received in both collections and 
in both cases extra help was required 
which was paid for from commission 
funds. 

Library war fund. Between the two 
drives came the "million dollar campaign" 
in which Mr. Johnson Brigham, state li- 
brarian, was state director, but the secre- 
tary of the commission worked in closest 
cooperation. The publicity material was 
all sent out from the commission office 
and the expense of sending borne by the 
commission — the correspondence and post- 
age being taken care of by the state li- 
brary. Our achievements in this drive 
were not satisfactory but represented much 
effort in which we were greatly embar- 
rassed by what was supposed to be expert 
help outside the library profession. 

Food conservation. Efforts in two direc- 
tions were urged upon the libraries by the 
secretary in her capacity as state director 
for Iowa for the United States Food Ad- 
ministration: (1) To assist in showing 
why we should conserve; (2) how to con- 
serve. 

To aid in the first direction hundreds of 
letters and circulars of information, direc- 
tion and suggestion, and thousands of 
posters for display and bulletins for dis- 
tribution were sent to libraries and 
schools. Motion picture slides were also 
provided and loaned by the commission to 
the libraries. 

In giving assistance in how to conserve, 
the libraries have been furnished with 
recipes and urged first to have them tested 
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and then to distribute them as widely as 
possible. 

Miscellaneous activities. In the course 
of all these activities the regular work of 
the commission and of the traveling li- 
brary has been carried on and mention 
should be made of the fact that through 
the traveling library books and pamphlets 
on the war in all its phases and on kindred 
topics have been provided, advertised and 
circulated freely and lists prepared and 
suggestions for buying given; this with 
other activities will be continued. At the 
state fair in August our annual library 
exhibit will this year be made a library 
war activity exhibit. Every number of 
the Iowa Library Quarterly these days is a 
war service number, though not always so 
marked. 

The secretary has spoken on the book 
collection and on food conservation at dis- 
trict meetings of the women's clubs last 
fall and of the libraries this spring and on 
other occasions. She also represents the 
libraries on the Woman's Committee of the 
Council of National Defence for Iowa and 
is chairman of the subcommittee on the 
registration of women for service. 

Personal contributions. In personal con- 
tributions we may seem to be lacking. 



Each member of the staff has given largely 
of herself, but with a force hardly suffi- 
cient to carry the work in normal times 
we can ill afford now with our extra war 
demands to spare anyone for outside 
work. Nevertheless just before I came 
away Miss Reba Davis, librarian of the 
traveling library, left for three months' 
base hospital work in Texas. This is em- 
phatically a personal contribution on the 
part of each of the assistants who will be 
obliged to bear heavier burdens at home 
during her absence. On her return others 
may possibly be spared but in the mean- 
time we shall not be of those of whom it 
is said "They also serve who only stand 
and wait," for we have no time for either 
standing or waiting with the many calls 
to service which daily come to us. 

But with it all, even more than to the 
boys in France, it all seems so "d im- 
personal" and in addition at such long 
range that with all our efforts we can but 
feel that it has not been even "our bit." 

But still we trust that your bit and our 
bit and many billions more may help to 
hasten the day when the Kaiser shall cease 
from troubling and the weary nations be 
at peace. 



WHAT THE COUNTY AND RURAL LIBRARY IS DOING TO HELP WIN THE WAR 
By Mary L. Titcomb, Librarian, Washington County Free Library, Hagerttown, Md. 



Like every other library, the first thing 
we did in August, 1914, was to display our 
meager assortment of war books. The 
making of the large sign with "The Great 
War" printed upon it in the blackest of 
type, in itself was a relief to our feelings. 
Somehow just naming it, giving it a label 
"The Great War" par eminence was an 
outlet to overcharged emotions. Then the 
public came, and read (for a few months 
how they read!) Usher's Pan-Germanism 
and Bernhardi's remarkable pronounce- 
ment of the German policy, and all the 
other titles, now almost forgotten. Then 



came the White Book, and the Yellow, 
eagerly devoured, and after that interest 
in our shelf began to wane. Ae a people, 
our minds were largely made up on the 
side of the Allies, but as yet we felt no 
especial concern in this fight 3,000 miles 
away, so one day when the librarian heard 
a captious voice saying, "O, those old war 
books! I'm so sick and tired of nothing 
but war," she moved the offending dis- 
play to a less conspicuous location, and 
for all the time we waited before coming 
to a reasonably clear understanding of 
Germany's aims, the interest remained 



